TRAIN OPERATION
Accidents which took place on the railways in the early days made specialists devise a great number of systems and devices in order to ensure the safe operation of trains and to simplify the task of directing train movements. One of the ways to facilitate the problem of train operation is that all railroads, except the very short ones, are divided into sections or divisions operated just as a small railroad. The train with a long run is operated over many divisions and may change locomotives and crews several times in the course of its journey.

A railroad runs two principal kinds of trains: regular trains and extra trains. A regular train is a scheduled train, i. e. a train listed on the railroad time-table. Regular trains are all numbered. An extra train is not scheduled in the time-table; special trains, work trains and wreck trains are examples of extra trains.

The list of times at which a regular train is to arrive at and leave a station is known as the train's schedule. The printed schedules of the regular trains form the time-table.

The making of a time-table is the most complicated job in the operating business.

In order to make up a time-table many factors have to be taken into account.

The fact is that the railways make up different time-tables for the summer and for the winter service and that the weekday time-table is not the same as that of Saturday and Sunday. Besides, one should not forgot that express trains and slow local trains have to run on the same tracks. And it is these tracks which are also used by freight trains, whether they are slow or fast, diesel-powered or electricallyoperated. Having taken into account these and many other factors one may get an idea what difficulties are encountered when making a time-table. 
Besides the making of time-tables the operating business also includes the making of separate working programs for locomotives and train crews, the planning of regular switching operations and so on. In other words, the operating business comprises all the problems connected with the safe and efficient operation of trains, whether passenger or freight.
